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Lyon, France, July 8, 2005 
Treasurer and Membership Secretary Anne 
Kurtenbach reported that ICVS finances are in 
good shape.  Two reasons cited are that paying 
dues for 2 years at a time has lowered the 
number of individuals not paying in off-meeting 
year and the costs for the proceedings have 
diminished over the last three meetings. 
Membership is relatively stable.   
There was discussion of how to expand 
recognition of ICVS and how to keep it more 
visible between meetings.  The group endorsed 
the idea of co-sponsoring other meetings, such 
as the clinical color vision meeting organized by 
John Barbur and the OSA Fall Vision meeting, 
both of which were in fact co-sponsored by 
ICVS in 2005. More collaborations of this type 
are in the works.  There was also discussion of 
establishing a clinical/tutorial meeting or 
satellite session at biennial symposias.   
There was also recognition that we need to 
actively pursue new student members and 
support their long-term continuation, and that 
we need participation from both clinical and 
basic researchers. It was agreed that we should 
seek funding to continue to offer travel 
fellowships, which help to increase participation 
of young investigators and increase diversity of 
geographic representation.  Steve Buck agreed to 
lead efforts devoted to strategic planning, 
including identifying emerging scientific 
specialties and individuals in those specialties 
who might be invited to join and contribute to 
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the society, and identifying strategies for 
retaining current members.   
Planning for the 2007 symposium - to be held in 
Belem, Brazil - is underway in the capable hands 
of Dora Ventura and Luis Silviera.  For 2009 and 
beyond, Portugal and Norway are possibilities 
suggested by potential organizers.   
Leadership transitions in the Directors and 
among the officers were discussed. Continuing 
4-year terms on the Directors' board are John 
Barbur, Steven Buck, Jay Neitz, Steven Shevell, 
Françoise Viénot, and Eberhart Zrenner.  Directors 
not seeking re-election are Anne Kurtenbach and 
Jean Leid.  Up for re-election are Stephen Dain, 
Kenji Kitahara, Ken Knoblauch, Barry Lee, and John 
D. Mollon.  Additional candidates nominated at 
the General Business meeting are Del Lindsey, 
Hannah Smithson, Rigmor Baraas, and Marina 
Danilova.  Elections are forthcoming. 
Ken Knoblauch decided not to be considered for 
re-appointment to another term as General 
Secretary.  The committee nominated Steven 
Buck.  Anne Kurtenbach also decided not to be 
considered for re-appointment as 
Treasurer/Membership Secretary.  The 
committee nominated Neil Parry.  Both nominees 
were subsequently elected to their respective 
posts at the General Business Meeting.  Andrew 
Zele and Dingcai Cao were endorsed for editing 
future issues of Daltoniana and exploring new 
uses of the website. 
Ken Knoblauch was chosen to chair the 
committee for the next Verriest Medal selection 
committee.  The rest of the committee will be 
composed of Jay Neitz, Steven Shevell, André Roth, 
Kenji Kitahara and Janice Nerger.  The President, 
Joel Pokorny, serves in an ex-officio role.  There 
were also discussions of revising the frequency, 
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Colour Symposia at Upcoming Meetings 
A number of upcoming meetings are feature symposia on issues related to color vision.  
 
ARVO Annual Meeting 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
April 30-May 4, 2006 
http://www.arvo.org 
 
“Colour Vision in Primates: New Ideas about Spectral Coding and Processing” 
Organized by the VN and RC Sections, Moderator: David Marshak. 
 
OSA Fall Vision Meeting 
Rochester, NY 
October 6-8, 2006 
http://www.cvs.rochester.edu/fvm_2006/index.html 
 
“Evolution of opsins and colour vision” and “Physiology of colour sensations” 
Organized by Barry Lee, SUNY College of Optometry & Jay Neitz, Medical College of Wisconsin. 
 
IBRO International Congress of Neuroscience 
Melbourne, Australia  
July 12-17, 2007 
http://www.ibro2007.org/index.html 
 
“How the cortex colours in: the neural machinery of colour vision” 
Organized by Samuel Solomon, University of Sydney, Australia and Peter Lennie, New York 
University. 
 
5th Forum of European Neuroscience  
Vienna, Austria 
July 8-12, 2006 
http://forum.fens.org/2006 
 
"Retinal pigments not just for vision" 
Special symposium organized by Peter Ahnelt, University of Vienna, Austria and Reto Weiler, Carl von 
Ossietzky University, Germany.  
 

Minutes of the Directors’ Meeting of the 
ICVS, July 11, 2003, University of Washington 
Approved for distribution by the ICVS Board of Directors, Lyon, 2005. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:45am by the President, André Roth, with remarks thanking Steve 
Buck for the organization and the beautiful site of the meeting. 
The minutes from the last meeting were discussed and accepted with two additions, the names of the 
members of the Bye-laws committee and under Matters Arising, there was a discussion of the German 
DIN laws on anomaloscopy. J. Moreland has translated these. E. Zrenner was looking into making this 
an official translation. A. Kurtenbach will pursue this in Tübingen. Membership Membership secretary: 
Anne Kurtenbach indicated the society to be in good health. Currently, we have 127 members, which is 
about the average over the past several years. Student membership is rising. In order to regularize the 
process of evaluating active memberships, the committee decided to have membership renewal be 
synchronized to occur on the same year as a conference year, starting in the next conference year, 2005.  
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Finances Anne Kurtenbach, functioning as acting-treasurer, gave the treasurer’s report. As of July 
2003, the budget is in good health, thanks largely to the decreasing cost of recent proceedings (and 
the projected cost of the next one). The committee decided to alot a portion of the budget toward 
financing student travel and to facilitate attendance by members from under funded countries. The 
committee decided to invest a portion of the treasury over the 12-18 month period between annual 
meetings.  
Future Meetings K. Knoblauch presented details of the preparations for the Lyon meeting to be 
held from July 8–12, 2005. Proposed venues of future meetings, Brasil 2007, Porto 2009, were 
discussed.  
Committee Nominations The committee chose Joel Pokorny to replace André Roth as president, 
with term starting after the meeting. The committee decided to invest Anne Kurtenbach as official 
treasurer of the Society. Hereafter, the committee will rotate with half of its members coming up 
for reelection during each conference year. The current committee of directors and officers is 
composed of the following individuals: President, Andre Roth, General Secretary, Ken Knoblauch, 
Treasurer, L. T. Sharpe, Membership Secretary, Anne Kurtenbach, Committee, Jenny Birch, Steven Buck, 
Stephen Dain, Kenji Kitahara, Barry Lee, Jean Leid, John D. Mollon, Jack Moreland, Joel Pokorny, 
Eberhart Zrenner. The following members will end their terms: J. Birch, L. T. Sharpe, J. Moreland, E. 
Zrenner, The decease of C. R. Cavonius and the elevation of J. Pokorny to President, leave 6 
vacancies to be filled. The committee selected the following nominees: J. Neitz, S. Nacimento, F. 
Viénot, H. Smithson, S. Buck, J. Barbur, E. Zrenner. Additional nominees will be sought from the 
general membership at the Business Meeting. The nominees were selected with the aim of including 
a broad cross-section, concerning expertise and country of origin. An effort was also made to 
include younger members in the process, if possible.  
Committee for Verriest Medal Organization: The following members of the society were nominated 
for the next CVM: André Roth (coordinator), Joel Pokorny (ex officio); Jay Neitz, John Barbur, Kenji 
Kitahara, Steven Buck, Gabrielle Jordan.  
Bye-laws discussed: Have decided to discuss the possibility of having the web site be redesigned 
by a professional web site designer.  
The committee voted to nominate André Roth, Jack Moreland and Jennifer Birch to Honorary 
membership status, based on their statute as founders of the society and their long time service on 
its behalf. 
Absent: E. Zrenner, J. Leid 

John Dalton (1766-1844) 
John Dalton described his own colour blindness in 1794. He 
confused scarlet with green pink and blue. Dalton supposed 
that his vitreous humor was tinted blue, selectively absorbing 
longer wavelengths. He instructed that his eyes should be 
examined after his death, but the examination of the humors 
revealed they were perfectly clear. Hunt et al., extracted 
DNA from Dalton’s preserved eye and showed that his 
genetic make up was consistent with him being a 
deuteranope, lacking the middle wavelength sensitive 
photopigment. This diagnosis is compatible with the 
historical record of his phenotype, although it contradicts 
Thomas Young’s belief that Dalton was a protanope. 
Modified after Hunt, D.M., Dulai, K.S., Bowmaker, J.K., & Mollon, 
J.D. (1995). Science, 267, 984. 
Left: Statue of John Dalton outside the Dalton Building of 
Manchester Metropolitan University. 
 


